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What is “present perfect tense” ?

Do you know how to use phrases like:

She's called every day this week,

I've broken my leg

and Have you ever been to Scotland?

Look at these examples to see how the present 

perfect is used.

He's been to ten different countries.

I haven't seen her today.

My phone's run out of battery. Can I use yours?

Have you ever dyed your hair a different color?



Grammar Explanation:
We use the present perfect simple (have or has + past participle) to 
talk about past actions or states which are still connected to the 
present.

For example:

I’ve had two cups of coffee today.

I’ve spoken to John this week.



Unfinished times
Is yesterday finished? Yes! So we use past 
simple tense to talk about things we did 
yesterday.

Example: I went to swimming pool 
yesterday. I had a lot of fun.

Is today finished? No! So today is an 
unfinished time. We can use present perfect 
to talk about the things we have done today.

Example: I have gone to the park today. It 
has been a great time.

Finished times Unfinished times

Yesterday Today

Last week This week

Last month
This month

2 years ago This year



We also use it to talk about life 

experiences, as our life is also an 

unfinished time period.

For example:

I've worked for six different companies.

He's never won a gold medal.

Have you ever been to Australia?

I’m sure I’ve seen that movie before!

We often use the present perfect 
to say what we've done in an 
unfinished time period, such as 
today, this week, this year, etc.

For example:
They've been on holiday twice this year.
We haven't had a lot of fun this week.



But what about finished times?
We use past simple for them.

Examples:

We knew all our neighbours when we were children.

I didn't like bananas for a really long time. Now I love them!

We visited Russia for the first time in 1992.

She worked in several different countries.



I/ you/ we/ they + have + past participle.

He/ She/ it + has + past participle.
Present perfect format

Some useful verbs




