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Relative pronouns: non-defining

Some examples:
1. John's mother, who lives in Scotland, has 6 grandchildren.
2. My friend John, who went to the same school as me, has just become 

famous!
3. My grandmother, who is very old, originally came from England.



Differences between Defining and non-defining
relative clause 

DEFINING

We use defining relative clauses to give 
important and necessary information about 
someone or something – information that we 
need in order to understand what or who is 
being referred to. 

They’re the people who want to buy our 
house.

An elephant is an animal that lives in hot 
countries.

Let's go to a country where the sun always 
shines.

NON-DEFINING

We use non-defining relative clauses to give 
extra information about the person or thing. It 
is not necessary information. We don’t need it 
to understand who or what is it about.

Clare, who I work with, is doing the London 
marathon this year.

Not: Clare, I work with, is doing the London 
marathon this year.

Warning!

We don’t use that to in a non-defining relative 
clause.

.



Where should we use them?

who people and sometimes pet animals defining and non-defining

which animals and things
defining and non-defining; clause 
referring to a whole sentence

that
people, animals and things; 
informal

defining only

whose

possessive meaning;
for people and animals usually; 
sometimes for things in formal 
situations

defining and non-defining



• What was the first car that Henry Ford 
sold?

• What was the first name that he put on 
his car company?

• How many cars could he sell throughout 
his life time?

• Why was this business famous at that 
time?

Mass: a large number of people or objects 
together
Production: the process of making or growing 
things to sell them
Goods: things, stuff
Inexpensive: cheap, you shouldn’t pay a lot
Wage: the amount of money that is paid, 
usually every week to a worker. Salary


